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Composition 
Has a definite subject 
Interesting picture – shows imagination / tells a story 
Balance – utilizes the rule of thirds 
Fills the frame / no unnecessary detail or distractions              
Utilizes natural line and patterns 
Perspective enhances the image 

 

   

Use of light 
Appropriate lighting for subject and effect 
Flash used as appropriate 
Reflected light used to advantage 
Corrections made for artificial light 
 

   

Exposure 
Bright image and details that stand out 
Not over exposed (light washed out appearance) 
Not under exposed (dark images and lack of detail) 
 

   

Focus 
Appropriate part of image in sharp focus 
Camera held steady 
 

   

Print quality and presentation 
Clean, neat, no glue residue or mounting guidelines show 
Mounting technique forms stable bond; holds together 
Proportion of photo to mat or mount enhances appearance 
Color of mat or mount enhances photo 
Paper and inks suitable for purpose 
Resolution a good match for the size of print 
 

   

Judge’s additional comments : 
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